
2025 COMPETITION RULES & CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 
By signing the entry form, entrants agree to abide by the rules of the 
Australian Opal Awards competition and the final decision of the 
judges. 

Entrants agree to indemnify and hold the IOJDAA, its committee 
members, its members and judges harmless from all claims, litigation 
and other legal proceedings. 

The IOJDAA will take every reasonable precaution to ensure the 
security of the entries. To be covered under the IOJDAA’s insurance 
policy any piece with a replacement cost (for materials and labour 
only) above AUD $1,000 must be accompanied by a valuation 
certificate issued by a registered valuer. The entrant understands the 
IOJDAA will only be responsible for the replacement value of 
materials used and labour if theft, loss or damage occurs whilst in its 
possession. The entrant understands that if s/he chose not to submit a 
valuation certificate the piece will not be insured for more than 
$1000AUD whilst in the care of the IOJDAA. 

All opal used must be natural, untreated Australian opal. All entries 
must be original. Entries can be made of any material, design being the 
key element. 

If an entry is found to be damaged upon receipt it will be submitted for 
judging in as is condition. The IOJDAA is not responsible for entries 
that are damaged. 

Entries that arrive after the entry deadline will not be accepted unless 
prior arrangements have been made with an AOA representative before 
the due date. 

The IOJDAA reserves the right to refuse any entry that does not meet 
the specific Rules and Conditions of Entry.  The IOJDAA reserves the 
right to revoke awards presented to any winning entrant who has been 
found to be in breach of any of the 2025 Competition Rules and 
Conditions of Entry. 

Each entry must be submitted in its own individual sealed container 
and suitably marked with the entrant’s details. Makers marks, 
manufacturers stamps, etc. on the actual piece should not be visible to 
ensure anonymity during judging. 

Jewellery & Digital Entries One person or company (the entrant) will 
be given credit regardless of the number of people involved in the 
collaboration. 

Carving and sketches: The entrant should be the sole creator of the 
piece 

The IOJDAA reserves the right to photograph entries and use supplied 
photographs and videos in all its marketing, publicity and 
merchandising activities without payment or royalty to the entrant. 
Entrants must also allow their piece(s) to be modelled at the Gala 
Awards Dinner and to be displayed until 1 pm on the closing day of the 
Australian Opal Awards exhibition and the Lightning Ridge Opal 
Festival.  

Should the judges believe, an entry would be better suited to win in 
another category other than the one it was entered, the IOJDAA 
reserves the right to amend the entry form and enable the judges to 
change the category. 

No changes to the entry form will be accepted after judging has 
occurred. Cancellations will not be entitled to a refund. 

The IOJDAA reserves the right not to award a prize should the judges 
consider in their opinion the entries not to be of a sufficient standard.  

A Highly Commended certificate(s) may be awarded at the discretion 
of the judges. 

Judging of an entry piece does not mean the IOJDAA or the judges 
have determined the entry piece was designed and manufactured by the 
entrant. (The piece should be designed and manufactured by the 
entrant!) 

Judges’ decisions are final. 

Mail entry piece to: Australian Opal Awards PO Box        
638, LIGHTNING RIDGE, NSW 2834, AUSTRALIA 

  ENTRY CATEGORIES, PRIZES and SPONSORS 
  Open Prestige Jewellery 

Designs can be modern, futuristic, or conventional. Jewellery must be 
practical and wearable. The main featured gemstone is to be any shaped 
Australian opal, including cabochons, and accent stones can be any 
conventionally coloured cut precious gemstones.  

Winner: Trophy and AUD $15,000, sponsored by Cody Opals (Australia) P/
L; Iris Opals P/L and True Blue Opals P/L 

Freeform Prestige Jewellery 
Designs can be modern, futuristic or conventional. Jewellery must be 
practical and wearable. Must feature freeform/undulating Australian opal.  

Winner: Trophy and AUD $7,500 sponsored by Opals by Lahoud Opals P/L 
and Melonas Mining P/L 

Designer Wear for Men 
Designs can be modern, futuristic or conventional. Jewellery must be 
practical and wearable. Must feature freeform/undulating Australian opal. 

Winner: Trophy and AUD $2,500 sponsored by Black Opal Direct P/L 
  
Freeform Carving 
The piece of Australian opal should incorporate intricate design elements 
such as folds, swirls, or similar features. Submissions that consist solely of 
a freeform-cut perimeter or exhibit only slight undulations are discouraged.  

Winner: Trophy and AUD $2,500 sponsored by Giulians Fine Jewellery  

Figurative Carving 
Any grade of Australian opal can be used. Entries should depict a clearly 
identifiable subject, such as a human figure, animal, elements of flora and 
fauna, or fantasy. Carvings should be unset. 

Winner: Trophy and AUD $2,500 sponsored by Giulians Fine Jewellery  

Digital Jewellery Entry 
A 30-60 second video in the file format of .mp4 of a manufactured piece 
of Jewellery featuring freeform/undulating Australian opal, highlighting 
the unique features of the piece.  
Email entries@australianopalawards.com.au for a link to the Australian 
Opal Awards 2025 Dropbox folder to submit the video. AI-generated 
Images or Movies are not permissible. 
All submitted videos must be free of any watermarks, advertising text, 
logos, or maker’s marks and manufacturing marks. 

Winner: Trophy and AUD $1,500 sponsored by Austgems P/L 

Jewellery Hand Sketches 
Designs can be modern, futuristic or conventional  
Each sketch should be at least 210 mm x 297 mm. Sketches must be 
mounted on an A4 size backing board. 
All submitted sketches must be free of any watermarks, advertising text, 
logos, or maker’s marks and manufacturing marks, and these should not 
appear on the design or mounting board. 
AI-generated images are not permissible.  

    
Winner: Trophy and AUD $1,500 sponsored by 
Absolute Opals & Gems P/L 

People’s Choice 
Winner AUD $1,000 sponsored by Black Opal Direct P/L 

Carving Encouragement Award 
Winner: Free workshop sponsored by Down to Earth Opals P/L 

Trophies 
Sponsored by T& K Jewellery P/L 

Platinum Sponsor 
Lightning Ridge District Bowling Club  

Silver sponsor	 	 	 Bronze sponsor 
Walgett Shire Council	 	 Dale Price Opals P/L 
Opal Association of Australia 
	 	  
SUMMARY of JUDGING CRITERIA 
• Jewellery – Creativity 60, Craftsmanship 30, Wearability 10 
• Freeform & Figurative Carving – Creativity 40, Degree of  

difficulty 30, Craftsmanship 30 
• Jewellery Sketches – Creativity 50, Craftsmanship 35 

Manufacturing practicality, 15


